
Fellow Village Residents, 
 
I would like to wish you all a happy belated Holiday Season and a Happy New Year. I would like to take a 
moment to thank everyone who came to the Christmas Tree lighting at our new location. We braved a hard, 
cold wind and one of the longest trains I’ve seen in recent years, but it was a great event none the less. 
Thank you to Trustee Chelsea Alnutt, Clerk Ogburn, Oakwood Service Station, Beacon Bay Marina, Cayu-
ga Ridge Runners, The Girl Scouts, The Cayuga Fire Department, Don Wilson Sr. and Jim Brennan. With-
out your contributions, time and effort, this year’s event wouldn’t have been the success that it was.  
 
This will be our last newsletter that will be mailed out. Mailed newsletters has reached a cost of nearly 
$2000 annually. With postage on the rise the cost of the mailed newsletters will continue to do the same. 
The village clerk mailed a post card questionnaire in September. The feedback from the questionnaire 
showed that village residents are in support of switching the newsletter over to an emailed version. Starting 
next quarter (April) the village newsletter will be emailed to those who provide the clerk with an email ad-
dress. Printed versions will still be available for pick up at the village and town offices.  Also, there will be a 
link to the newsletter on the village website www.villagecayugany.com. 
 
So far, we have not heard any word on the NY Forward Grant that we submitted in September. Some DRI 
grants have been awarded so hopefully NY Forward grants will be coming out soon. Personally, I am look-
ing at it as “no news is good news”. Maybe it’s taking them a while to print the oversized check for us? 
 
The village board will begin the budget process for fiscal year2023/2024 in the coming weeks. We are hop-
ing to have the budget finalized by March and proposed to the board at the April meeting. Also, joint water 
meetings with the town will be happening in February as well. An issue we are addressing is the possibility 
of moving the water and sewer debt payment to our property tax bill. This has been a question asked by 
many residents since the inception of the debt and our attorney is working on a definitive answer. I am cer-
tain that our new attorney will have an answer for us soon.  
 
We have Village Elections coming up on March 21st, 2023. There will be 2 Trustee seats and the Mayor 
seat up for 2 year terms. The first day to file a nominating petition is January 3rd and the last day to file is 
February 14th. Petitions are available at the village office or at the Cayuga County Board of Elections in Au-
burn. 
 
Our community is in need of volunteers. The Cayuga fire department and is always looking for more mem-
bers. Anyone 16 and older who may be interested in joining our village department is encouraged to stop 
by on Monday evenings at 7pm. The Cayuga Waterfront Festival Committee as well as the Cayuga Parks 
and Recreation Committee are also looking for volunteers. Please reach out to the village office, Trustee 
Chelsea Alnutt, or Michelle Reno for more information.  
 
I wish you all well throughout these colder months. As a boater I am thinking warm weather with some help 
from a groundhog. Thank you all for your continued support in such a wonderful village. I have always been 
proud to call this place “home”. 
 
Please reach out at any time, 
Don Wilson Jr. 
Mayor, Village of Cayuga 
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A note from our Code Enforcement Officer 
 
Good day everyone. 
 
As we enter a new year you should be aware of some requirement changes in 
The Code Department this is driven by the State of New York requiring all mu-
nicipalities to adopt a local law for the enforcement of Building Safety and Fire 
Codes. As we work through the changes brought by this a few things to note 
are permits must obtained for roofs, electrical, heating, and other upgrades that 
previously did not. If you have any questions please call or email the office be-
fore starting work just to be sure you have the necessary permit if needed. As 
always stay safe. 
 
Kevin 

HISTORY CORNER 
By Cindy Scoville 
 
Winter in Cayuga at the turn of the century (1899-1900, that is): 
 
 Business and Industry:  Ice harvesting was the main industry.  Meanwhile, one resident wove col-
orful rag rugs in the barn behind her house.  Others in the community sewed together strips of fabric and 
rolled them into balls to be used in the rugs.  Nearly every home in the village had wall-to-wall carpeting 
made by these industrious ladies. The village also had a meat market, barber shop, blacksmith shop, 
post office, and two grocery stores – one of which housed a millinery shop.   
 
 There was no electricity, no phones, no cars, and no indoor plumbing.  Cisterns collected rain wa-
ter and a few homes had wells with hand pumps for drinking water.  It is said that everyone in the local 
school drank well water from one tin dipper at one of those and pumps – no worries about germs appar-
ently.  Incidentally, there is still an old hand pump near the corner of Center and Wheat Streets.  The 
schoolhouse originally stood on that corner.  I wonder if that’s the pump the children shared.  Oil lanterns 
set on posts served as street lights.  Oil lamps were used in homes as well.  Homes were heated with 
wood or coal. 
 
 Children and teens enjoyed sleighrides in the winter.  Indoor activities included making fudge, pop-
corn and taffy.  Hot maple syrup was sometimes poured over pans of snow to make “maple wax” as a 
treat.  Other entertainment included dances in the Village Hall (not the “Hall” that we know today – as it 
had not yet been built).  Also, church suppers and socials were popular – attended by everyone who want-
ed to come regardless of which of the four local denominations was hosting. 
 
 It sounds to me like Cayuga was a wonderful, close-knit community back at the turn of the 20th 
century.  Most agree that it still is a great place to raise a family.  Take a little walk with your family to dis-
cover more of this little village.  You might want to start by finding that hand pump I mentioned. 
 
(source:  Ruth Dundon for the Citizen-Advertiser – Oct. 23, 1968) 
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